
Improving	  Mi,ga,on	  Policies	  and	  Prac,ces	  
at	  the	  Department	  of	  the	  Interior	  

March 31, 2015 

Regional Mitigation Workshop, NPR-A 
Fairbanks, AK 

Tomer Hasson, Office of Policy Analysis 
Department of the Interior 



Department	  of	  the	  Interior;	  Mi1ga1on	  Ac1vi1es	  

•  Solar Energy Zones (SEZs) 
•  Sage Grouse Planning 
•  Habitat Conservation Plans 
•  Landscape Conservation Designs (LCCs) 
•  Transportation Planning 
•  CWA 404 permits 

Ongoing	  Opportuni1es	  



Example	  in	  Ac1on	  

Solar	  PEIS;	  
Dry	  Lake	  Regional	  Mi1ga1on	  Strategy	  
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•  DOI Secretarial Order 3330, Improving Mitigation Policies 
and Practices at the Department of the Interior, October 2013. 

•  A Strategy for Improving the Mitigation Policies and Practices 
of the Department of the Interior; A Report to the Secretary of 
the Interior, April 2014. 



Secretarial	  Order	  3330	  

Goals:	  

•  Decoupling Conflict 

•  Promoting Efficiency in the Permitting Process 

•  Improved Environmental and Community Outcomes 
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Secretarial	  Order	  3330;	  Landscape-‐scale	  Approach	  



Secretarial	  Order	  3330;	  Deliverables	  

Along with efforts to promote training, coordination, and public engagement, the 
April, 2014 Report to the Secretary on implementing SO 3330 identified key 
deliverables to promote consistency across the Department and provide third parties 
with predictability in making development decisions. 
 
•  FWS revisions to their 1981 Mitigation Policy 
 
•  Finalizing BLM Mitigation Policy 
 
•  Departmental Manual chapter codifying SO 3330 
 
•  Development of NEPA guidance based on CEQ’s 2011 “Appropriate Use of 

Mitigation and Monitoring and Clarifying the Appropriate Use of Mitigated 
Findings of No significant Impact” 
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